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AN 


OF THE 


PLain Accounr, &c. 


Atcount, &c. made its -Appear- 
Fance in the World, than the Re- 
& marker ſtepp'd forth; and, in a 
E Letter to the Author [of the Plain 


Thing he could ſay of, by far, the greateſt 
Part of his Book, was, that it was entirely 
needleſs *, The Deſign of the following Tract, 
is to obviate this Aſſertion, and to demon- 
ſtrate the Uſefulneſs and Expediency of the 
Plain Account, by laying before the Reader a 
Collection of thoſe many Abſurdiries, falſe 
Doctrines, and ſuperſtitious. Notions, incul- 


cated without any Warrant. from holy Scrip- 


ture, by ſome among that innumerable Mul- 
| ride Remarks, Page 4. | 
8-4 4 2 


\ 


Apologetic al Defence 


& O ſooner, almoſt, had the Plain 


Account] told him, The ſofteſt _ 


dtude, 


Ws. 
A 
* 
7 


Subhe 


882 I _ 2 ; 
. bag be "RN wrote ex ne p open this 
. "The Number of bad Writers upon 


this Point of Doctrine, Was complain'd of as 
a Grigvance in the Middle of Je laſt Cen- 


tury;· and, God knows! to the Terror and 


Confuſion of many a weak, honeſt Chriſtian, 


their Numbers are now ſwelled to an im- 
menſe Size. 


De fendit — unctæg unbone 2 


And could any Thing be more worthy of, or 


more ſuitable to the Character of the reputed 
Author of the Plain Account, than to attack 
this 'formidable Hoſt, and beat 'them from 


their ſtrong Holds, to repreſent this Ordi- 


Hance in the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and 
thereby to take off the uneaſy Fears and Scru- 
ples from the Minds of Multitudes, who 


neglected this Command of their Saviour, 


through a vain Fear of eating and drinking 
their own DAMNATION?.. 


That our Author has taken the proper Me- 


| thod' to do this, by difregarding what others 
have ſald about it, ſuppoſing them to have 


Hv'd ever ſo ſoon after the Apoſtles Pays, 
and by drawing his Account of the Nature, 
End, and Deſign of this Inſtitution, from 


Scripture alone; we have the Teſtimony of no 


leſs a Man than my good Lord of London; who 
begins tlie Tract, which he wrote for the Uſe 


of "bis Parifhioncrs, (when he was Rector of 


Lambeth) on the Lord's Supper, with theſe 


Worgs : 3:1 The Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


| = . 


n 


7 
o 


„ HY 
< per, being an Inſtitution of our Saviour Je- 


« ſus Chriſt, the TRUE Knowledge there- 
c of can be bad NO WHERE, BUT IN 


„ THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.” Tho- 


his Lordſhip afterwards forfakes this infalli- 
ble Guide (as we ſhall find preſently) and in- 


advertently ſlides into the Errors of other Wri- 


ters. Vet ſo prevailing is the Force of Truth, 


that we find his Lordſhip concurs with our 


Author in ſome other Articles, which have 
been equally the Objects of Cavil and Ridi- 
cule in the Remarker, and a * Buffoon Wri- 
ter, who made his Appearance preſently after 
the Remarker, v. gr. His Lordſhip ſaith *; 
« He who comes to the holy Sacrament with 
«<' an honeſt and ſincere Heart, has the ONLY 
« Thing that is abſolutely and indiſpenſabiy 
2 requited to Worthy Receiving.” —And a- 
gain? They that have not honeſt and ſin- 
« cere Hearts, are in a State of Damnation, 


„ whether they come to the Sacrament or 


t not; becauſe the Sentence of Damnation is 
« not inflited upon ſuch Perſons for recei- 
« ving the Sacrament, bur for living and dy- 
« ing with corrupt Hearts.” — And again?; 
« Whereas ſome good Chriſtians, reckoning 
« jt a difficult Thing to judge when they are 
« duly prepared, are diſcouraged from recei- 
« ving at all, by the Fears of receiving un- 
« H thily : They ſee here that the GREAT 
« RULE, whereby to judge of their Fitneſs 

> Mincheſter Converts, © Page 3 1. 4 Page 32. 
? Pages 33+ | 

cc or 


"14 'E 
« or Dene, Is the PRESENT Diſpoſition 
e and Reſolution of their own Hearts; con- 
« cerning which, no Man — 21 0 be mi- 
« ſtaken.” Words! exact 
theſe of our Author. — in a ſeri- 
« ous and religious Senſe of his Relation to 


- « Chriſt, as his Diſciple, performs theſe AQti- - 
« ons of eating Bread, and drinking Wine, 
e in Remembrance of Chriſt, moſt certainly 
« performs them agreeably to the End of the 


e Inſticution.” Again®; — He that is a 
ec wilful, habitual Sinner, will, moſt cer- 
cc rainly, be condemned: Not for receiving 
« the Sacrament unworthily ; ; but for the 
Diſobedience of his Life, in thoſe Points 


« which are cnc pant A neceſſary to Salva- - 


« tion.“ Again“; — © The whole Affair of 
eating and drinking dg unworthily, i in St. Paul's 
< Senſe, is confined to the Frame of our 
« Minds, and 'our Behaviour AT the very 
« Time of our Performance of this religious 
« Duty.” Whoever compares theſe Paſſa- 
ges together, cannot but fee that there is an 
exact Agreement in theſe Particulars, between 
our Author and his Lordſhip ; whoſe Ortho- 
doxy was never, in the leaſt, ſuſpected. 

Why then muſt our Author be branded 
with odious Names, and mark'd out for De- 
ſtruction, for aſſerting the ſame Truths which 
others have maintained, not only withour 


= Obloquy and Contempt, but even with the 


| f Plain Account, Page 29. 8 Page 88. * Page 76. 


greateſt * 


parallel to 


1 
* 


(7) 


7 greateſt Applauſe and high Dignity ! Is the 

fame Thing Hereſy, when it comes from out 
Author's Pen, and ſound Doctrine, which cannot 
be reprov'd, when it proceeds from his Lord- 
ip? I trow not. And, if common Fame 
fa 


ys true, the Author of the Remarks wass 
In ' wounding his Patron's Reputation, while he 3 
endeavour d to deſtroy that of our Author, I ' = 

am ſorry Conformity to the Eſtabliſhment, a 

ſhould be attended with ſuch ill Conſequences. 1 

| '— Once more. — Our Author has been char- X 
4 ged with denying the divine Influence and Aſ- , 


ſiſtance of God's holy Spirit; becauſe he ſays, 

3 « Theſe Duties, how well ſoever perform'd, 
 < cannot be ſuppos'd to operate as CHARMS; 
« nor to influence us, as if we were only Clock- 

« Work, or Machines, to be ated upon by 
* the arbitrary Force of a ſuperior Being.“ 
In like Manner, my Lord of London tells us, 

. of ſome Men who defer to partake of the 
Lord's Supper [and this he condemns them 
for] till all Hopes of living longer in the 
World are over. As if the Sacrament of 
<« Chriſt's Body and Blood, were a CHARM 

7 « that would ſave Men, whether they will 
4 or no.“ —And let both of theſe Sentences 
ſtand or fall together: His Lordſhip, we know, 

and are perſuaded, is no Heretic; then why 

- ſhould our Author be deemed ſuch, for aſſert- 

ing the ſame Things with his Lordſhip? 

Having thus, to take off the Prejudices 

which ſome may have entertained againſt our 
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Author, by Means of the Remarker's 


| : "- 
| ers wut „ 
Inſinuations, ſhewn in what Particulars our : 
| Author agrees with his Lordſhip; I ſhall 
| 22 to ſhew, in the next Place, wherein 
| 
| 
| 


e differs, both from his Lordſhip and others. | 
And this, for the ſake of Brevity and Order, I, ñ³ 
ſhall reduce under theſe three Heads. 1 

I. The Preparation that is neceſſary to a 
worthy Participation of the Lord's Sup- 

per; wherein likewiſe will be included, 
the different Notions about worthy and 
__ unworthy Receiving. + 1 
II. The Nature, End, and Deſign of it. And, 
III. The Benefits flowing from it. 72 


I. As to the neceſſary Preparations, &c. 
whoever has but dipp'd into this Sort of Books 
[Preparations for the worthy Receiving of the 
| _ ' Sacrament] cannot but know, that they ge- 
| nerally preſcribe a certain Number of Prayers 
and Meditations for every Day in the Week ; 
Faſtings, Watchings, Examination, &c. and 
in ſhort, ſo much Work is cut out for the 
.Communicant, as makes many deſpair of do- 
| ing it worthily, becauſe they cannot keep up 
| to the Rules preſcribed. And, as if this was 
| not enough, we find them inculcating the 
Danger of unworthy Receiving, in ſuch firong 
Terms, as may frighten even thoſe, who have 
| complied with all their Rules, from attending 
| upon this Ordinance of their Saviour. They 
are not content to impoſe a heavy Burden, and f 


* 


a grievous | 


| 


is) 


«<-ceive amiſs, by being not actually pre- 


& pared by the drawing forth of his Graces 
«, into Act: And how much Time muſt be 


1e ſpeat in fervent Prayer, in holy Medita 
te tion, and other Duties, before you can feel 
e the Actings of Faith and Love, Deſire and 
« Delight in God? To the ſame Purpoſe : 
% Many chat are habitually prepared, may 

G be too flight in actual Preparation. 
n.« And, whenſoever you are to partake of 
t Lord's Supper, you are to be painful in 
making Preparation for it. — * « For, no 
« Preparation, no Participation.” Alfter 

this, he introduces a damn'd Soul, ſaying: 
»« I am for ever damn'd, for dabbling | in that 
« Blood as an unholy Thing ; in which I was 
often entreated to have had my Heart been 
| © waſh'd.' is dreadful, dreadful, dreadful ! 
% Thou doſt not know, that yet art upon 
Earth, what a dreadful Thing it is to lie in 
« Hell, and bear the Puniſhment that is inflited 
1 10 upon unworthy Receivers. After ſuch an 
Doolittle on the Lord's Supper, P. 42. m page 117. 

N Page 8. Page 39. P Pape 62, 
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* prievous! to be borne upon their Diſciples; but 
even, after all, inſinuate, that there is the ut- 
moſt Dauger, leſt they ſhould cat and drink 
their own DAMNATION. . To this Pur- 
| poſe, a certain Author ſays; 1, « A Man that 
, < 1s a worthy: Receiver, may receive unwor- 
| 2 thily, i, e. one, that is habitually prepar'd, 
| « by having the Truth of Grace, may re- 
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) | 
« Admonition, as this, from a damn'd Soul, 
« What Preparation wouldſt thou make? — 
Again; — 7 © You do not know but God 
r may ſtrike you dead at the Sacrament, if 
« you are not fitly prepated ; unworthy Re- 
« ceiving has been the Death, as well as the 
Damnation, of many that come: There- 
r fore beware.” ——T appeal to all the World, | 
whether this be not enough to frighten any 
common Perſons from the Performance of 
their Duty, to make them live in a continual 
Dread of everlaſting DAMNATION, ſhould s & 
they ever- partake of the Lord's Supper ; by 
being roo, ſlight in actual Prepation [as tis 
called] though they are habitually prepared 
by a ſincere and upright Heart, and a preſent 
Diſpoſition to do this [in Obedience to] and in 
Remembrance of Chriſt: For the beſt of Men 1 
« (he tells us in his Preface) are too flight in 
& their Preparation for the Sacrament.” 
Would not any one therefore, into whoſe 
—— this Book ſhould fall, argue thus with 
imſelf? If the beſt Men are too flight in 
their Preparations ; and thoſe Who ſhall par- 
take of the Lord's Supper without being fitly 
err, are in Danger both of preſent Death, 
and eternal Damnation; I certainly, being 
conſcious to my ſelf, that IJ am not the be 
of Men; nor, if I was, being fitly prepared, 
muſt not preſume to approach that holy Ta- 


Dosis, &c. p. 56. 


„ | | 
LY | | ble, 


1% 


ble. To ayoid therefore a greater Inconve- 
nience, I will ſubmit to a leſs: If I receive 
the Sacrament, I ſhall be certainly, and in- 
evitably, doom'd to eternal Miſery; if I do 
not, God, in his infinite Mercy, may pardon 
that Omiſſion. Relying therefore upon his 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion, I will not preſume | 9 

x 

| 


| to run, knowingly, upon my own Deſtru- 
ction.— Some {ſuch Thoughts as theſe, will 
neceſſarily ariſe in the Breaſt of every one [1 a 
mean, of every one that is not learned, or * 
1 capable of diſcerning the Falſity of theſe 4 
Poſitons] who ſhall meet with this Book. x 
And, for the Proof of this, I need only ap- | 
peal to every. Clergyman in the Kingdom, 0 
that has the Care, and takes Care of his Pa- ) 
Tiſh, For, from whence can it proceed, 7 
: but from this and ſuch like Books, that we ; 
find People ſo backward to come to the Lord's 1 
Supper ? Some never partaking of it, through F' 
the whole Courſe of their Lives; and others 
but very ſeldom, and then too with the utmoſt N 
Conſternation and Trembling. | 
And might it not then be of great Uſe to 
Multitudes, and highly expedient, upon ma- 0 
ny Accounts, if this Ordinance of our Savi- 
our were explain'd in the original Simplicity 
of the Goſpel, with that Plainneſs and Per- 
ſpicuity, as to ſuit the Capacities of all; 
* that ſo they might be defended and ſupport- 


preface to rhe Plain Account. 


8 ed 


c 12 5 
ed in eit fincere Endeavours to pleaſe God, 
againſt all thoſe uneaſy Impreſſions of Super- 
ſticion, which they have a Right to be freed 
from! The Deſign of our Author was, to 
inſtruct thoſe who want Inſtruction; either 
by Means of their entite Ignorance of the Na- 
ture of this Inſtitution, or the wrong Notions 
they had, by ſome Means or other, embraced 
about ir. And can then the Execution' of 
this Deſign be thought entirely needleſs ! eſ- 
pecially, lince it is a moſt notorious Truth, 
that wrong Notions about this Ordinance, 
are inculcated induſtriouſly, and prevail al- 
moſt univerſally ? I aſk again; Was it any 
ways needleſs in our Author, to inſiſt u 
this, that our Fitneſs, or Unjitneſs, to par- | 
take of the Lord's Supper, depends (to uſe 
my Lord of London's Expreſſion) upon the 
preſent Diſpoſition of our own Hearts?” (or, to 
uſe our Author's own Words) In the Frame 
of our Minds, and our Behaviour AT the 
very Time of our Performance of this re- 
* ligious Duty; when People have been 
taught, as I have ſhew'd above, to be anxi- 
dull ſcrupulous about the Actuality of their 
Preparation, and the great Riſque they run, 
both of immediate Death, and eternal Dam- 
pation, if they are not fitiy prepar'd? - 
But che Uſefulneſs and Expediency of hs 
Plain Account will fill farther appear from 
what follows: 4 There is @.,ua/t, and al- 
E moſt unparalleſ d Ne (fairh another 
© Au- 


r | 
1 1. Author) of coming unwortbily. There 
A is ſcarce, in all Scripture, an Expreſſion, 


* which bears ſuch a terrible Import of C yjx-— 
% TAIN DAMNATION, as doth that of eating 10 
4 and drinking Damnation to our ſelves . © 


It is a Sin of the higbeſt Nature, next to 
« thar of Deſpite, or Blaſphemy againſt the 
j © Holy Ghoſt —— And as the Danger is thus 
« great, by reaſon the Guilt thus incurr'd, 
„ js fo certain and fo grievous; ſo is it by 
* reaſon of our Aptneſs to incur it?. And, 
conſiſtently enough with himſelf, he teaches 
the Communicant to addreſs himſelf to God 
in theſe Words; * « That Truſt and Depen- 
« dancy' which I exerciſe-on thy Mercy, 
„ through Chriſt, I have reaſon to fear, 
© may be too preſumpruous.” Again *; 
Self Examination is a moſt indiſpenſably 
4 neceſſary Part of Preparation for the Lord's 
« Supper : And, for the Performance of this, 
eit is not to be thought, an Hour or two 
'« are ſufficient; but I muſt, for a good 
«Space of Time, have ſet up ſuch a week 
«« Courſe of Humiliation of my ſelf, at leaſt 
na Fortnight before my intended Receiving, 
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and keep three or four faſting Days. 
- And, as a Clencher, adds, “ can ſcarce , 
6 « judge the former Directions may be omit- 
Appendix to a Book of Devotions, called, Enter thy fes, 1 
P. 39. © Page 40. * Page 59. * Page 5%: Ve 
Y To the ſame Purpoſe, ſee Comber, Part III. p. 9, 10. 3 
- . * Eater thy Cloſer, Page 91. 1 
| | « fed 4 
F N | & 


* 
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oy 
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T3) © 
&« fed without Sin. And is not this enough 
to deter Multitudes from the Performance 
of a plain, neceſſary Duty! For, if they eat 


and drink their own Damnation; become 


guilty of a Sin, next in Degree to that of 
laſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt; and are 
apt {by Nature] to incur this Guilt ; this 
vaſt and unparallel'd Danger of coming 
unworthily, by not following theſe Directi- 
ons, will they not chuſe wholly to abſtain, 
rather 'than run ſo great a Riſque? And is 
not then that Part of the Plain Account high- 
Iy Uſeful and Expedient; wherein is ex- 
plain'd the Nature of worthy and unworthy 
Receiving; the Tendency of which is, to 
take off thoſe uneaſy Fears and Scruples 
which many labour under, of the vaſt and 
unparallel'd Danger of unworthy Receiving? 
A Sin! according to this Author, next in 
Degree to that unpardonable Sin of Blaſphe- 
my again the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Again. — Whoever has any Acquaintanc 
with this Sort of Books, cannot but have ob- 
ſerv'd, that they conſiſt, in a good Meaſure, 
of Ejaculations [as they are called] and de- 
vout Aſpirations. A ſmall Specimen of 
which, take as follows, relating ro this 
Head of Preparation. I tremble and 
<« fear to approach unto it.. I am 
ic fearful to take it unworthily, trembling at 


Enter thy Cloſer. b Hornet s Crucify'd Saviour, p. 32+ 
Page 33. | : 
thy 


(13) 


n thy Commination.” How dreads 
«, ful is this Place!“ © Seemeth it a ſmall 
« Thing unto thee [O my Soul !] to be feaſt- 
« ed with God, waited on by Angels, fed 
«with the Body of Jxsus, and refreſhed 
„ with a Cup of that ſaving Blood which 
« hath atoned the Sins of the World? Whas 
„ meaneth this Secret? that ſo poor a 
% Wretch, and ſinful a Rebel, ſhould re- 
« ceive ſo mighty a Favour, and be reces 
ved to ſo near Embraces? How can I ap- 


« proach to theſe TERRIBLR MysTERIEs, 
« till I have pulled back the Veil, and wor- 


« ſhipped him that feeds my Body, to con- 
« vey Grace to my Soul; and makes that 
« ſtoop to the Eye of Senſe, which An- 
« gels cannot behold with open Faces? 
Here the Son of God appears all bloody to 
fright thee from thy Sins | * « Who art thou 


« that comeſt to Chriſt without Floods of 


« Tears; when he cometh to us in Streams 
« of Blood s? And then follows, by 
way of Directions; © Whenſoeyer Chriſti- 
« ans approach to this dreadful Myſtery, and 
« to the Lamb of God, lying and ſacrificed 
« upon the holy Table; it. concerns their 
«© main Intereſt, in point of Salvation, to a 
* ſpecial Care, not to lame or deprive the 


4 Chriſtian-Sacrament and Sacrifice, p. 15. 

© Comber, Part III. p. 54. 5 

f Week's Preparation, p. 124. b 1d, p. 8 1. 
h Chriſtjan Sacrament and Sacrifice, p. 99. 


« grand 


(56). 


ti grand Saehifet of its own due Attendatice. . 


i « For, according to a Man's Preparation, 
« will be his Profit. Another expreſſes the 
fame Thing ridiculouſly enough; thus: 
<« Let us conſider we are juſt going to eat of 

A celeſiidl Dainties; and therefore we muſt 
« not, with greedy Impudence, fall to.“ 
Much more might be added to the ſame 


__ Purpoſe; but, that I may not be tireſome'to 


the Reader, let theſe ſuffice: And let the Re- 
marker himſelf judge, whether it was any 
ways Uſeleſs, or Inexpedient in our Author, 
to ſhew the Vanity of theſe abſurd Notions, 
and to prove that worthy, or unworthy Re- 
ceiving, depends not upon the Number of 
Prayers, or Ejaculations, or the Length of 
Examination of our Life paſt, before we 
come to the Lord's Table; but in our Beha- 
viour, and the Frame of our Minds AT the 
very Time of Receiving: And that our Au- 
thor, in aſſerting this, aſſerts the Truth (1 
| have ſhewed already) we have the Suffrage 
of my Lord of London. And let the Remark- 
er, in his next Eſſay, endeayour 1 to confute 
his Patron. 


IT. The next Thing to be confider'd- Is; 
the Nature, End, and Deſign of this Inſti 
tution. And here we ſhall have all the 
Abſurdities and ſuperſtitious Errors of the 


3 Week's Preparation, p. 44. | 
| Church 


(#9) 


Church of Rome, crowd in upon vs, from 
Authors who pretend to be fincere Prote- 


ftants ; and condemn the Roman, as à moſt 
corrupt Church : But, at the fame Time 


that they condemn this Church, they do, 5 


* Ls 


very ſtrong” Terms, 'inculcate her mot 


nicious' Doctt ines: : Theſe will thicken as wo! 


go on. For, firſt, we "ſhall lay before the 
Reader fome of the © ſynonymous” Terms 


which they uſe for, and the Epirhets' they 
give to, the Bread and Wine in the Lord's 
Supper, v. gr. My Lord of London calls 


it, «© That Bread from Heaven which God 


sdeſigned for our ſpiritual Nouriſhmenr.” 
And others, “ This Manna. » This Bread 


« of Life, which came down from Heaven. 
* Cæleſtial Manna. Food of Life, which 
« comes down from Teaven. The Bread 
« of everlaſting Life. Heavenly Dainties”. 
Spiritual Dainties. Incomparable Dain- 
« ties; heavenly Manna.“ One of the 
« greateſt Myſteries of Godlineſs.“ Strong 
and ſupernatural Organs for Mens Souls 


« and Salvation. Heart-warming, Affection- 
0 inflaming, Grace - ſtrengthening Ordi- 


« nance. And, as we have ſeen above: 


ANON "Myſteries / Dreadful vey” N. 


k . 44. Hornet Crucified 8 p. 2. 
n Page 44. 2 Page 116. Page 13060. 
v Doolittle, p. 44. 4 Comber 135. > en 
* Chriſtian Sacrament and Sacrifice, ?. 45. ry 
c — p. 7 


on | T | Reaſon 


1 


60 
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ö 
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Reaſon (or to ſpeak more Properly; the Cauſe; 75 
for Reaſon there is none in the Caſe. 1 le 

the Cauſe) of all this Jargon, ve ſhall ſee 


preſently. + 


For: the ſecond of theſe W Au- 
thors * tells us, that in this Sacrament. . our | 
« gracious Lord makes a' plentiful Feaſt. for 
e us of his own ſelf; bringing Heaven along 
« with him to entertain us.“ And teaches 
the Communicant to addreſs himſelf to God, 
in the following Words: © Bleſſed are they, 
O Lord; who truly diſcern Thee under 
tt the myſterious Veils of Bread and Wine. 7 
And, * Thou haſt already given thy Son to 
1 be a Sacrifice for me; and now thou in- 
« viteſt me to partake of that Sacrifice, and 
«to; feaſt upon his Body and Blood.” And 
then, by way of Direction: 1 Conſider 
e thou art going, myſtically, te receive thy. 
God, thy great and glorious Saviour; 
ho, in his boundleſs. Love, gives HIM- 
« SEEF the Pledge of thy Salvation“ And 

another - plainer ſtill: ©,, Chriſt's Body 
« and Blood have, eſpecially, at che holy 
*«, Communion, a moſt-IT RVE nd REAL 
cs PRESENCE. And another, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Chriſt, ſaith: In this thy 


= holy . en communicateſt Body 


2 ee Saviour, þ. — 59. „ 'Page 66. 
* Page 68. 6 Y Pape 125. . 8 * 4 Yay 136 
= Chriſtian Sacrament and Sacrifice, p. - 0... 
8 * Preparation, p. 4. TINS 
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[ ( 19 ) 
& 4, Blood, Fleſh: and Spirit, thy whole Man- 
< hood, yea; thy VERY: GODHE AD too. 
Here is Tranſubſtantidtion: with 2 Wit- 4 
neſs l And doth the Council of Trent ſay xy 
more, when it deſines che Sacrament to be Þ 
not mere Bread; but the real Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity of our Saviour - Chriſt ? 1 
And was it then, in any wiſe, needleſs || 
or inexpedient, in our Author, to dwell, ſo 1 
much as he does, upon this Topic, that the 
Remembrance of Chriſt, as of a Perſon cor- 
;porally: abſent from us, is of the Eſſence of if 
this Sacrament ? Was it any ways needleſs in | 
our Author, to ſhew, in ſo plain a Manner, 1 
that the very Notion of Remembrance mult | 
imply the Abſence of the Perſon remember'd ? j 
when we are taught, in a Proteſtant Coun- * 
try, by Miniſters of the Eſtabliſn'd Church, N 
that Chriſt's Body and Blood have, in the 
Sacrament, a moſt TxvEe and REAL PRE 
'SENCE 3/ that the Communicant receives, not 
only the Body and Blood, the Fleſh and 
Spirit of Chriſt, but likewiſe his VERY Gop- 
HEAD too? And to demonſtrate the Uſe- 
fulneſs and Expediency of this Part of our 
Author's: Book, I need only to obſerve to 
the Reader, that the Book, from whence 
this laſt Quotation is taken, has gone through 
forty ſix Editions: A moſt convincing Evi- 
dence of the Uſefulneſs and Expediency of 
our Author's Work ! a Work extremely be- | 
neficial to all good Chriſtians; as freeing an 1 
N S 2 | | Ordi- . 
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ordinance vf Chriſt (init ſelf plain and eaſy 
to be underſtood) fram an immenſe Load of 
Superſtition and Error, with Which it had 
been long obſcur'd, and almoſt buried; as 
tending to reſtore che Obſervance af a much 
neglected Command: Neglected ſo much, 
by ſome, as to be, by them, almbſt entire- 
ly forgatten. ——— And can then ſuch a 


Wotk be deem'd entirely needleſil. Can it be 


thooghr, that one ho forſook the Commu- 
nion; in which he was born and nouriſhed, 
out of a Regard to Truth, ſhonld thus join 
in with a Party to decry the Truth! Tell it 
not in Gath, Fuebliſdi it not in the & treets of 
Aikelon? | #1." WI 170] 7123 "2413 | 
But to return. Another Author tells 
| us, that The Miniſter bleſſing the Bread 
e and Wine, repreſents Gad the Father 
“ ſanctifying and furniſhing our Lord Chriſt, 
-« As to his human Nature, with all- Gifts ne- 
te ceſſary for the Diſcharge of the: Office of 
ur Redeemer; his bleſſing him with, the 
Spirit above Meaſute. In the ſame Strain 
another *, leading us 5 by Degrees; to pay 
direct Aduration to the Bread and Wine, 
cells: us; The People are, to receive this 
the conſecrated! Bread, or Wine] from 
e Hands of the Miniſters, ag from the 
64 . Hands of Gop Hnigrir; and accordingly 
4% they: ought to 9 in che mit lowly 


$ 
— Wi 6 l 
. 2 . iy "= 17 Fi 3 


een ag fi Mag ten p 4 
bo... & 9 2 Mag: 


1 1 


Manner. And again.— . As the Mini- 
<«<:ſter'is drawing near to you [with the Bread 


or Wine] conſider the Sound of his Ma- 


\ 
* 


5 


* ſter's Feet is behind him: Wherefore la- 
% bour to expreſs the ſame Reverence, both 
t in Soul and Body; as if JIxsus Hintsklr 5 
were v/ibly preſent with a Train of glo- 


c rious Angels. Say; — Lord, I am not 
% orthy that thou ſhouldſt come under 
% my Roof. And, at the Sound of his — 
« Miniſter' $] Words, let your Heart leap 


for Joy, and ſay; Whence is it that MY 


< Lord HIMSEIT ſhould come unto me. 
Let me aſk the Remarker, in this Place, 
Whether he thinks this to be ſound. Do- 
ctrine, and agreeable to the Word of God ? 


He cannot think ſo, I am perſuaded. Was 
it then needlęſi in our Author, to ſhew, that 


any Poſture might be uſed at this holy 
Rite? Neither can he ſay ſo; for we find it 
inculcated by the Authors above cited, that 
Kneeling is nece 2 by way of REVERENC E. 
(a ſoft Term for Adoration.) And leſt he 
ſhould think there is no Danger of any one's 
following their Directions, in à Country 
where the Doctrine of the Adoration of the 


- Hoſt is openly exploded; and, by the Articles 


of the Church, condemn'd as Idolatrous, and 


that therefore that Part of our Author's Work 


* needleſs 3 1 ſay, leſt he ſhould think 
| le, 7. 1334) | 


thus; 


* 
—— — — — 22 — 


TY  » 
thus; let NR inform him, That I have fre- 
quently, at the Celebration of this holy Sup- 
per, ſeen Perſons bow down, in the humöleſt 
Poſture of Advration (according to the Di- 
rections above cited) as the Miniſter, offici- 
ating, dtew near to them with the 'Bread, 


or Wine: And, I doubt not, but others, in ; 


other Places, may have ſeen the ſame.— 
If the Remarker has never obſerv'd "this, 
one muſt needs (conclude, either that he is 
happy in having none bur Perſons - of ſound 
Senſe and ſtrong; Underſtandings, in his Pa- 
Tiſh; not eafily following the Directions of 
others blindfold (and t I am certain, his 
Remarks are but little eſteem'd in his Pariſh) 
or, that he rakes no Care at all of it--If 
the firſt Concluſion is to be taken, it redounds 
very much to the Honour of his Pariſhio- 
ners; if the all i A no Credit Ne Airs 
ſelf. e u us 
But to go ob. The Author laſt ci 


has much more to the ſame Purpoſe, in 


what he calls an Act of Faith, and an Act of 


Humility, and an Act of Love. And firſt, | 


in his Act of Faith, he teaches the Commu- 
nicant to expreſs himſelf thus: — Q 
„ eternal Word of God, by whoſe Power 
« all Things were made, I will not afk bow 
& thou 'canſt give me thy Fleſh to eat: 
* Becauſe I am abundantly ſatisfied in thy 


© Comber, Pare III. 5. 134. 
SEE 8 « faying, 


f 
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(SB). _ 

e ſaying, This is my Boch; ſince. thou -canſk, 
% make it become to me whatſoever thou. 
« faylt it is. "0 believe, Lord, belp my 
al Uubelicf !”—— And in his Act of Hu- 
mility, thus: I cannot but tremble at 
„Tux PRESENCE, O! chou King of Glo- 

And, in his Act of Love, thus: 
4 aly Jeſus | I am not worthy, to touch 
* this bleſſed Body as it is thine. —— Txr1s 
« is the Sacrifice for my Sins, the Price of 
% my Redemption, and that by which my 
& Soul was ranſomed from Hell, reſcued 
* from a dreadful Execution; IT Was gi- 


ven FOR me, and IT SHALL NOW. 


e be given TO me.—— And when I have, 


once taſted of THIS all-ſaving Sacrifice,. 
« which was given for me, I am perſuaded. 


« that, neither Life nor Death. Gg. ſhall ſe- 


1 parate me from the Love of God ——— hy 


Another of the above cited Authors*, teaches 
the Communicant to addreſs himſelf [what 
ſhall I ſay to our Saviour, ſitting at the right 
Hand of the Father, or to the conſecrated. 


Bread ?] thus: O Lord Jeſus! my. ſweet 
% Food ! let me eat Thee.” And as Third: 
thus: The worſt of thy Followers come 


running after Thee for Laaves; though 
« they cared not for the Miracles; but - 
« offereſt me Loaves and Miracles together ; 4 


f Week 's Preparation, 9.95. 
Hornet: Crucified Saviour, p. 28. 
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r 
thou offereſt me THY SEL , and all 
« thy infinite Sweetneſs. After this, it is 

no Wonder that we find it aſſerted, that 
« b evety Word and Action [in the Celebra- 
« rion of the Lord's Supper] is big with 
« Myſtery”. And St. Cyril adviſerh, «That ' ff 
« we ſhould carefully receive, the conſecra- | 
«ted Elements, and beware that we loſe not 
« the leaſt Part thereof; for the very Fi- 
e ſings of Gold are precious. But (ſaith this 
«. Author) we ſhould be much more ſolliciCt. 
«tous to fix our Minds ſo, that we do not 
t miſs the leaſt Circumſtance in this holy 
Rite; becauſe there is none without a My- 
« ftery.” And, Lord ! it is done as thou 
« "haſt commanded ; and, 1 doubt not, but 
« the Myſtery is rightly accompliſh'd. I am 
« perſuaded hcrc is that which my Soul 
cc Eagech after, a cruciſied Saviour commu- 
« nicating HIMSELF to poor penitent 
Sinners.“ ee eee ee 
By Myftery here, 'tis plain the. Author 
means ſomething Incomprehenfible to our 
Underſtanding ; ſuch as is the Doctrine of a 
REAL PRESENCE in the holy Supper, which 
(we have ſeen before.) THIS, and other 
Authors I have quoted, ſtiffly maintain; a 
very wrong Application of the Word fure ! 
as it is uſed in the Communion Office. 


u Comber, Part III. p. 124. 
I Id. ibid, p. 130, _ 


« For 


/ 
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For we cannot be ſaid to be meer Partaters 
of a Myſtery, in this Senſe of the Word *. 
And therefore it was very expedient in tt 
Author, to point out the true Meaning of 
the Word, as it is uſed in the Liturgy, leſt 
any ſhould imagine that 'the Church of Eng- 
land maintained, or ſo much as favour'd the + 
. abſurd Doctrine of a True and Real Pre- 
ſence. 
To proceed: Another calls the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, That high 
« Myſtery of human Salvation; ® and God's 
« heavenly Myſtery of human Salvation, left 
« unto the World by him, who did redeem 
„ the World as a Seal of Mercy, &c.” And 
again.——" «© The Faithful receive the bleſ- 
te ſed Sacrament: Well, what do they receive? 
ee certainly Chriſt Jeſus, Truly and Really: 
« To make further Scruple, is needleſs Cu- 
te rjofity. — To be over-witred in ſeeking, 
ee or doubting how this ſhould be, is no way 
<« agreeable to that Faith and Obedience that 
« becometh Chriſtians.” And, to explain 
what he means by this, he faith in the next | 
Page; We have many Things in Chriſti- 
« anity, offered as Objects of our Faith; 
« wherein we muſt hold captive human 
e Reaſon.” '. And afterwards he faith : — 


* Plain Account, p. 113. | 
1 Sutton's Godly Meditations on the Lord's Supper, page 2, of 
the Dedication, | 
un Idem, Preface, p. 1, D u Ibid. p. 3. 


« Let 
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% Let the World now judge between both 
the Church. of Rome, and the Church of 
« England] which give greater Reverence 
„ to the moſt divine Inſtitution of the Son 
« of God, whether they, who too bulily 
« talk of changing the Subſtance of the Ele- 
« ments into other; or, they who concei ve 
« MORE, and with more Reverence than 
« Words can expreſs. In a Word, they who 
« will needs ſet down a Manner how Chriſt 
« jg PRESENT in the Sacrament, or elſe they 
« who do acknowledge his PRESRNCE there, 
« after a Manner inexplicable.” 80 then! 
the Secret's out at laſt; and the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation is to be condemn'd only 
thus far, that it is endeavouring to explain 
a Myſtery; to make that the Object of Senſe 
or Reaſon which ought to be inviolably the 
Object of Faith alone, viz. Chriſt's TRUE 
and REAL PRESENCE in the Lord's Supper. 
And when we partake of this Supper, we 
do partake of ſomething Incomprehenſible to 
human Underſtanding [a Myſtery] that is, 
in plain Engliſb, we partake of we know not 
what. 5 

And ſhould theſe Errors be ſuffer'd to 
ſtalk abroad with Impunity ? If the Re- 
marker thinks they are not Errors, I call 
upon him to defend them; if he thinks they 
are (as ſure he muſt! if he thinks at all) 


| 
®* Sutton, &c, Preface, p. 6. 
2 let 
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let him tell me; Was it any ways needleſs 
in aur Author, to expoſe their Abſurdity, by 
demonſtrating fo plainly as he does, That 
to teach any Sodily Preſence of Chriſt in this 
holy Supper, is to pervert the very Nature 
» of the Inden which was appointed to be 
obſerv'd in Remembrance of Chriſt? * © They | 
lh te therefore (ſaith our Author) who require 
« Chriſtians to believe, that they feed, in the | 
* Lord's Supper, upon Chriſt's natural Body 
„ preſent [no Matter whether they do it by 
maintaining the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, or by aſſerting, that he is truly and 
really preſent, after a Manner inexplicable; 
by requiring Chriſtians to believe a true 
and real Preſence] © they do, in Effect, for- 
te bid them to eat this Bread in Remembrance 
* of his Body. Neither will they ſuffer 
e them to ſhew forth Chr:/?'s Death, till he 
* ſhall come again and be preſent, while 
e they teach that he is now corporally pre- 
« /ent [or truly and really preſent] with 
© them. An Argument too concluding 
againſt the Doctrine of a real Preſence, to ad- 
mit of any Reply! And therefore, to be ſhuf- 
fled off by roundly aſſerting, that it is entirely 
needleſs. — . So far ſrom it, that I leave the 
World to judge, whether it was not 4:ghly 
Expedient; nay, even neceſſary, thus pub- 
lickly co refute theſe Errors, which are of 


P Plaia Account, p. 24, 25, 26. 1 Idem, p. 26. 
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ſo much the more 'pernicious Conſequence; 
as being taught in Books, calculated for the 
Uſe of the meaner Sort of People, who eaſily 
imbibe and firmly believe whatever comes 
recommended to them in thoſe (which 
they call good) Books. And had I In- 
clination, or Time, to purſue this Task, I 
could fill whole Volumes with the many ab- 
ſurd, abominable,' and ſuperſtitious Notions, 
inculcated induſtriouſly, and prevailing al- 
moſt univerſally concerning the Nature of 
this holy Supper, and thereby demonſtrate 
the Uſefulneſs and Expediency, not only of 
our Author's Work in the Groſs, but even 
of every Page, Line and Sentence of his 
Book. A Book! truly worthy of its repu- 
ted Author ; which, I doubt not, will be 
had in great Eſteem by all thoſe who love 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Incorruption, ſo long 
as the Knowledge of our Language ſhall 
remain; and it ſhall be handed down to Po- 
ſterity, as a ſtanding Monument of his great 
Regard to Truth, and a glorious Attempt to 
reſcue this Ordinance of our Saviour, from a 
moſt abandon'd Proſtitution, For a greater 
Proſticurion of our Saviour's Commands can- 
not poſſibly be, than by overwhelming them 
with Obicurity and ſuperſtitious Errors, 
And, as our Author * juſtly obſerves, © *Tis 
„from the Extravagancies and Weakneſſes 


7 Preſace to tne Plain Acccunt, ad finem, 


« of 


- | 

(29). 
* of Chriſtians" ¶ in putting theſe abſurd In- 
terpretations upon the Declarations of our 
Saviour] © that Infidelity is ever ' ſeen to 
« draw its main Strength, not from the De- 
* clarations of Chriſt, or his Apoſtles.” 


But we muſt not leave off here: There 


are other Things of equal Moment, that call 
for our Attention. J haſten on therefore to 
the third Thing propos'd, viz. to lay before 
the Reader, the ab/urd and ſuperſtitious No- 
tions of many Writers, concerning the Bene- 


fits flowing from this Ordinance, to thoſe who 
duly partake of it. 


III. One of the fore-cited Authors tells 
us, That * che holy Communion is ordain'd 
« of Chriſt, to ſer out his Death as a Sacri- 
« fice: And it is as Eyectual now, at this ho- 
& ly Table, as it was then at the very Croſs.” 
He tells us likewiſe ; © That God beſtows 
& Degrees of Zeal, Charity, and Holineſs 
« at the Uſe of it. That he [our Saviour 
« Chriſt] delivers into our Hands by way of 
« Inſtrument, and Conveyance [of Pardon] 
« the bleſſed Sacrament of his Body and 
„ Blood, as Kings uſe to beſtow Dignities, 
« by the beſtowing of a Staff or Sword. 
et » That the Body and Blood of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, is in full Value; and Heaven, with 


r Chriſtian Sacrament and Sacrifice, p. 14. 
Idem, p. 67. » Idem, 2 „ 


« all 
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(30) — 
« all its Fulneſs, is in ſure Title, inſtated 
t on Chriſtians, by thoſe ſmall Portions 
« which they receive at the bleſſed Com- 
c munion.“ _ Agreeably to which, my Lord 
of London puts the following Form of 
Thankſgiving [or triumphant Song] into 
the Mouth of his Communicant: « My 
« Tranſgreſſions, which were many, are 
« blotted out: And I am reftor'd trom Sin 
* and Death, to the joyful Hopes of a bleſ- 
* ſed Immortality.“ As if the Sacrament 
of Chriſt's Body and Blood were a CHARM, 
that would ſave Men, whether they will 
or no. 

Others again tell us, That this Sacrament 
is « a firm Conveyance, and Aſſurance of all 
te the Goſpel- bleſſings, and Benefits pur- 
« chaſed by the Death of Chriſt ; that it is 
« GOD's Broad SEAL to confirm unto 
© our Souls the great, and everlaſting Blel- 
« ſing of the Covenant of Grace: . Thar 
« © we thereby receive Grace for the Amend- 
it ment of our Lives, Forgiveneſs of our Sins, 
« and Offences againſt God: That © where a 
&© Number of faithful Chriſtians, receive the 
te conſecrated Elements of Bread and Wine, 
te they receive with the Sacrament thoſe Be- 
« nefics of that Body and Blood, which is a 


* Holy Sacrzment explain'd, p. 86. * Idem, p. 43. 
* Dool:ttle, p. 217. 

2 Preparatory Office to the holy Communion, p. 18. 

. Idem, p. 16. L Idem, p. 12. 
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« common Ranſom for all: That ** a Bleſ- 
« ſing is annexed to the « conſecrated Elements 
« 'of Bread and Wine: That to receive the 

« Sacrament*, is to receive the Pardon of our 
« Sins, to be in Aſſurance of Heaven. It 
is to be in Poſſeſſion of ALL THAT, which 
«.is requiſite to make a Man happy.” A 
i the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood 
were a CHARM, that would ſave Men whether 
they will or no, 

To the ſame Purpoſe, another expreſſes 
himſelf thus: God hereby makes over to 
« me, and beftows on me the Pardon of 
« ALL my Sins, the Merits of his Son, and 
« a full Right to be in his Kingdom of Glo- 
* As he gives me my Lord's Body, 
« io alſo his Blood, to waſh both Soul and 
« Body from all original and. contracted 
« Guilt, and to preſent them Spozleſs, as 
« that Blood, before the Throne of God: 
« And- being thus waſhed and purified, the 
« Merits of that Blood are mine; even 
« Heaven, and eternal Lite, which God 
« hereby makes over to me. And Again, 
This Bread and Wine being bleed, and 
« diſtributed according to his [our Savi- 
« .our's] Command; God doth thereby as 
« truly convey, and give to every faithful 
Receiver, the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 


* Preparatory Office, Oc. 5 9. * Idem, p. 3. 
f Enter thy Cloſet, p. 36, of the Apendir. 


A 
& j. e. the crucified Saviour, as the Miniſtet 
« gives him thoſe Elements. We receive 
« our crucified Saviour, not in our Mouths, 
«but Souls, 7. e. we receive our Share of 
« Right in his Body and Blood, and all the 
4 Effects, Powers, Virtues, Benefits and Fruits 
te thereof; eſpecially thoſe before-mention'd, 
«of ſpiritual Strength, and Pardon, and eter- 
«nal Life.” As if the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood, were a CHARM, that would 
ſave Men whether they will or no. 3 
Can it then be ſaid, that it was needleſt in 
our Aut bor, to ſhew, that ® ſince no expreſs 
Promiſe of Pardon, &c. is annex'd, to the 
due Performance of this Duty, by God: No 
Chriſtian ought to deceive his own Soul, 
or ſuffer it to be deceived by others, into 
fond and groundleſs Tmaginations of Things, 
never included in this Rite by its great and 
good Founder ? —— Was it, I fay, any 
ways needleſs in our Author to ſhew, nay, to 
- demonſtrate, this; when we ſee Chriſtians 
are taught to expect a full Pardon of all their 
Offences and Sins againſt God, whenever 
they do partake of this holy Supper? Can it 
be ſaid, that it was zeed/eſ5-in our Author to 
ſhew, * That the great Deſign of this Inſti- 
tution, being to call to Remembrance the 
Death of Cbriſt; (and, what is implied in 


8 See the Plain Account, p. 153, and following Pages. 
n Idem, p. 158, | 


this, 
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this, to commemorate the Bengfts accruing to 
Chriſtians froth it. That therefore) to teach 
it, is the actual partaking-'of theſe Benefits, 
is altering the Nature of it; as much as 
actual partahing of any Thing, is different 


from remembring it, or "calling it to mind? 


It is to ſuppoſe theſe Benefits preſent, which 
are to be commemorated; and therefore are 


not, 110 to the Inſtitution, confider'd 


as preſent; but only as good Things, pro- 
miſed by Chriſt; to all his Followers, who 
ſhall be "Gund, at laſt, to have come up to 
his Terms, as far as the Imperfection of hu- 
man Nature would permit. Once more. 
We are told, That in this Sacrament, 
« the great Things he -[Chriſt] hath pur- 
8!'chag'd for us, are applied to us“ That 


wit is a Means to place us in the full Fa- 


© your of God; the chief of evangelical 
© Ordinances, and higheſt Advancement of 
«the Chriſtian Soul on this fide Heaven.” 
That it is a Conſigning to us all F elici- 


« ties,” * That it is a Light to our Eyes, 


«' Guide to the Underſtanding, Joy to the 
«: Saul. That it produces Conſtancy of Faith, 

— Perfection, Sc. That 
e our Lord meets us in this heavenly Ban- 
2 2 7 75 with a full Pardon as all our Offen- 


a 3 Crucify 4 Saviour, AE 44. 
; ks, Enter thy Cloſet, _— p- Append 32. 
„ Week $ Preparation, p. 31 


1 Hornet , &c. p. 72. | 
| 2 r N E 5 ces, 


1 


ces, and a perfect Cure of all our Inf 
< mities.” That God, in chis Sacra», 
4 ment, really communicates to us a ſuper- 
ee natural Strength, whereby we may be 
« able, if we will make Uſe of it, to c- 
« ſiſt, and overcome ALL Temptations, to 
2 maſter Al our Luſts, to perform every 
« Duty of Devotion to God, of Juſtice and. 
« Charity to our Neighbour, and of Tem- 
« perance'and 'Self-denial as to our ſelves; 
« ro perform all theſe in a oft: lively and 
« ſpiritual Sort..“ That as the World 
i. was loſt by cating of che forbidden Free 
« ſo we, by eating of this Tree of Life, in 
e this holy Sacrament, ſhall be ſaved for 
« ever. And, how happy mayeſt thou 
<« be (faith this Author *) if this Sacrament 
& CHARMS thee into a fervent Love to thy 
dear Redeemer.” As if the Sarrament of 
ChriſPs Body and Bud were, indeed, 4 
CHARM, that would ſave. N Whather they 
will or no. 

Thus we ſee theſe Authors 80 on from: one 
Abſurdity to another; and having fürſt taught 
the Communicant, to believe a frue and 
real Preſence in che Lord's Supper ; chey 
now tell him, that it is a prapitiatory Sa- 
crifice, as effectual now at che holy Table, 
as dn Death was ſeventeen hundred hon 


0 Eater thy Cloſer, p. 35. | | 
2 Week's Preparation, p. 125, E idem. 1.144. 
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s (5) 
ago, upon the Croſs. That God, in this 


holy, Sacrament, doth graciouſly quit the 


bro ScoREs, - And, I don't doubt but it 
eeds from hence, that we find ſo many 
erſons very defirous to partake of the Lord's 
in the Hour of Death; who never 
once vouchſafed to approach the holy Ta- 
ble in theit Days of Health. They take it 
as an * Inſtrument of Abſolution, a Channel 
of Remiſſion and Pardon, for all their paſt 
Offences: * A cæleſtial Banquet, which doth, 
at once, repreſent our Saviour's Paſſion be- 


fore us, and convey its Benefits to us. And 


thus theſe poor deluded Souls die, with a 
fond and groundleſs Perſuaſion, that by 
means of their partaking of this Ordinance, 
their Tranſgreſions, which were many, are 
blotted. out: And that they are reſtored from 
Sin and Death — to a bleſſed Immortality. 
As if the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood wereia CHARM, that would fave Men, 
whether they will or no, | | 

Again. - We have ſeen above, the Com- 
municant-is taught to expect a ſupernatural 
Strength, to be communicated to him in 
the Participation of the Lord's Supper; 
whereby he may be able, if he is not want- 
ing to himſelf, in refuſing to make Uſe of 


| © Coder; Pare HI. 5. 15; | 
* Waterland's Obligation and Etbcacy of the Sacraments, 5. 39. 


r [der, p. 58. 
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; 10 to conquer al Temprations, maſter al 
his Luſts, and perform his Duty in every 
Inſtance toward Gods, his Neighbour, and 


Himſelf, in a moſt lively and ſpiritual 
Sort,——And is not this enough to throw 
Thouſands into the moſt extreme Deſpair, 
and deepeſt Melancholy; when, by reflect 


| Ing on their Lives paſt, they ſhall find;''that 


they have at any Time yielded to the pre- 
vailing Force of ſome powerful Tempta- 
tion, gratified any vicious Inclination, or 
fail'd in any Point of Duty, ſince the Time 
of their partaking of this holy Supper? 
Would they not be apt, upon the Diſco- 
very of any ſuch Miſdemeanor, to ſay thus 
within themſelves. By partaking of the 
Lord's Supper [at ſuch a Time] I had a ſu- 
pernatural Strength communicated to me, 
whereby I might, if I would have made Uſe 
of it, have maſter'd' all my Luſts, and con- 
quer'd all Temptations : But I have wilful» 
ly refuied to make Uſe of this ſupernatural 


Aſſiſtance; and I have thereby done deſpite 


to the Spirit of Grace, and ſhall be for ever 
damm d for dabbling in that Blood as an un- 


holy Thing, in which I might have had 


my Heart waſhed from all Impurity and 
omen Ui lied on 1 


And was it then needleſs in our Author to 


guard againſt ſuch ſuperſtitious Notions, as 
fll the Mind with unneceſſary Horrors, with 
endleſs Fears and Scruples ? To guard againſt 
i * 00 | Super- 


0. 


0 
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Soperſticion was the profeſſed Delign of our 


Author. This he has done in che moſt | 


effectual Way, and could not fail of ani- 


verſal Sueceſs, did not ſome, who ſeem to 
be in Love with Superſtition, and place the 
Books, from whence the foregoing Extracts 
are made upon a Level with the BIBLE, en- 
deavour to puzzle the Cauſe; and throw 
Duſt in the Eyes of the People that they may | 
not diſcern the Truth. 
The Remarker, in his ſecond Letter to 
our Author, tells him, That he apprehended, 
from the firſt Reading of his Book, that bis 
declaring in ſuch general Terms againſt Su- 
perſtition, ' in his Preface, without conde- 
ſcending to name every Particular Sort of 
Superſtition, which he aimed at in the vari- 
ous Parts of his Work, would miſlead many 
to call that Superſtition, which he never 
judg'd to be ſo. As the Inclination of 
e the Preſent. Time (faith the Remarker *) 
« is entirely on the contrary Side, I cannot 
« ſee of what Service it is to attack Super- 
« ſtition in the General. Had you ſpecified 
2 every particular Practice or Notion, with 
* regard to this Sacrament ; that you eſteem 
tc ſuperſtitious, and then endeavoured to 
te confute it; this might have ſerv d the 


42 © Purpoſe 42 propoſed. 


» Second Letter, P. 30; 


perſtitious Errors, againſt which the Plain 
 Accownt is levelled; If he is not content 


" .  leari'd from Books! of [pretended] Devo- 


8 


EP” 


o * 
* 


laſt; ſince 1 have laid before him, and the 
Publick, at one View, many of thoſe ſu- 


with | theſe, bur requires more, and aſks mt 
why 1 did not produce them all. I have 


told bim the Reäſon already. And ſeeing: 
the Errors about this Ordinance, the ſuper- 


ſtitious Notions that many entertain con- 
tcerning this Sacrament, which they have 


tion; are ſo many, and lo groſs: Let the 
Remarker bluſh (if it be poſſible) at his 
random Aſſertion, that the greateſt Part of 
our Author's Work, was entirely needleſs. Let 


him take Shame to himſelf, by publickly ro- 


tracting it, a&cording to his Promiſe *. And 
ker him ingenuouſly. own, with his learned 
Adverſary n, that tis a thouſand! Pities but 
they ; che p Books of Devotion, call'd, | Pre- 
Fa#iations for the worchy Receiving the Lord's 
Supper] wete Alx, not excepting even that 
wrote fot the Uſe of the Pariſhioners: of 


Tanbetb, deſtroy'd. Since they abound with 


Ertors 'of' moſt ' pernicious | Conſequence; 
teaching Men, that U beir Tranſgreſſions; thy 
many, are blotted" out, and they are reflor'd 


x page the laſt, of his Second Letter. . | 
'Y A farther Defence of the Plain Account, in Anſwer to the 


Remarker's Second Letter, P. 21. 
(by 
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